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THEOPHANYTHEOPHANY
John the Forerunner received a
command from God and came into
the parts of the Jordan, preaching
the baptism of repentance unto the
remission of sins. Then our Saviour
also came from Galilee to the
Jordan, and sought and received
baptism though He was the Master
and John was but a servant. The
Heavens were opened, the Spirit
descended in the form of a dove
upon Him that was being baptized
and the voice was heard from the
Heavens bearing witness that this
was the beloved Son of God, now
baptized as a man.

IMPORTANT DATES
Jan 1  - 10 am Liturgy (St. Basil the Great)
Jan 5 - 9 am Royal Hours, 10:30 am Vesperal    

                 Liturgy & Blessing of Waters
Jan 6 - 10 am Liturgy (Theophany), Blessing  

            of Waters, 4:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
Jan 7 - 10 am Liturgy (St John the Baptist) 

                5:30 pm Paraklesis
Jan 11 -  Parish Council Meeting, 4 pm 

                  Blessing of the Waters (reservoir) 
Jan 13 - 5:30 pm Men’s Bible Study
Jan 14 - 5:30 pm Paraklesis
Jan 20 - 4:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
Jan 18 - Hope and Joy
Jan 21 - 10 am Liturgy (St. Maximos), 

                   5:30 pm Paraklesis
Jan 27 - 5:30 pm Men’s Bible Study
Jan 28 - 5:30 pm Paraklesis
Jan 30 - 10 am Divine Liturgy (Three 

                    Hierarchs)





Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

First, we extend our heartfelt condolences to the loved ones of Bob
Crechale. He filled every room he entered with love and positive
energy. Our community is better for having known him, and we will
honor his legacy by carrying those same qualities forward.

The Parish Council met on December 14, and the meeting was brief,
focusing primarily on bathroom renovations and the 2026 gyro drive-
through dates. Those dates are February 21, April 25, June 27, August
15, and December 12 (assuming this aligns with the bake sale). Please
add these to your calendars and plan to attend, as these events allow
us to serve both our church and the wider community while enjoying
meaningful fellowship with one another.

As we close out 2025 and look ahead to 2026, let us focus on the many
blessings that continue to move our parish forward. We are grateful for
the many new faces among us through baptisms and chrismations,
ongoing church improvements such as new iconography, and a loving
atmosphere that encourages active participation in parish life. We
also give thanks for a generous community that contributed more than
$180,000 in stewardship alone—a 34% increase from 2024 and an 84%
increase from 2023—allowing our parish to continue to grow and thrive.

Your Servants,
The Parish Council



The main feast of the month of January is Theophany, when Christ
was baptized.  In doing so, He set the example that we follow to
this day; beginning our sacramental life in the Church through
baptism.  Over the last year we saw a healthy number of people
baptized into our Church, and as we start out the new year
commemorating the baptism of Christ, let us remember the
centrality of this sacrament to our faith.  Christ commanded His
apostles to go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  To the
extent that we heed His command, we have a healthy and thriving
Church.  All of us must do our part to share our knowledge of the
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church with those around us.  I
hope that we are all looking forward with eager anticipation to
another successful year in this critical endeavor of our faith. 

Fr. Mike

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  F r .  M i k e

On Sunday, January 18th after the Divine
Liturgy we will have our next Hope and Joy.

We will make a Vasilopita and talk to the
children about the significance of this

tradition.  We will look forward to seeing
them there. 

Hope and JoyHope and JoyHope and Joy



S u n d a y  S c h o o l  P r o j e c tS u n d a y  S c h o o l  P r o j e c t
I n  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J a n u a r y ,  o u r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l e r s

w i l l  b e  c o l l e c t i n g  d o g  a n d  c a t  f o o d .   A t  t h e  e n d  o f
t h e  m o n t h  e v e r y t h i n g  w i l l  b e  d o n a t e d  t o  a  l o c a l

a n i m a l  s h e l t e r .   W e  a p p r e c i a t e  e v e r y o n e ’ s  s u p p o r t
o f  o u r  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  m i n i s t r y  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o

t e a c h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
o u t r e a c h  a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  o t h e r s .

B l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  W a t e r sB l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  W a t e r s
O n  S u n d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  a t  4 : 0 0  p . m .  w e  w i l l  h a v e

t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  a t  t h e  r e s e r v o i r .   W e  w i l l
m e e t  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  l o c a l  O r t h o d o x  c h u r c h

c o m m u n i t i e s  a t  t h e  s a m e  l o c a t i o n  a s  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s
a l t h o u g h  C r a b ’ s  S e a f o o d  S h a c k  h a s  c l o s e d .   W e  w i l l
h o p e  t o  s e e  a  g o o d  t u r n o u t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o u r  p a r i s h

a t  t h i s  a n n u a l  e v e n t .     

t h

H o u s e  B l e s s i n g sH o u s e  B l e s s i n g s

B e g i n n i n g  o n  J a n u a r y  6  w e  w i l l  b e g i n  t h e  a n n u a l
t r a d i t i o n  o f  h o u s e  b l e s s i n g s .   W e  h o p e  e v e r y o n e

w i l l  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
c o n t i n u e  t h i s  a n c i e n t  p r a c t i c e  o f  o u r  O r t h o d o x

f a i t h .   T o  s c h e d u l e  a  h o u s e  b l e s s i n g ,  y o u  c a n
c h o o s e  a  t i m e  o n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  t h a t  w o r k s  f o r  y o u
w h e n  y o u  s e e  a n  e m a i l  a b o u t  h o u s e  b l e s s i n g s ,  o r

y o u  c a n  s i m p l y  s e n d  F r .  M i k e  a n  e m a i l  a t
f r m i k e @ h o l y t r i n i t y j a c k s o n . o r g    

t h






