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NATIVITY OF CHRISTNATIVITY OF CHRIST

A wondrous star, shining
with uncommon brightness
and following a strange
course, led Magi from the
East to Bethlehem to
worship the new-born
King. Certain shepherds
who were in the area of
Bethlehem, who kept watch
while tending their sheep,
were suddenly surrounded
by an extraordinary light,
and they saw before them
an Angel who proclaimed to
them the good tidings of the
Lord's joyous Nativity.

IMPORTANT DATES

Dec 2  - 5:30 pm Men’s Bible Study, 6:30 pm           
                  Parish Council Training via Zoom

Dec 3 -  5:30 pm Paraklesis
Dec 6 - 5:30 10 am Liturgy for St. Nicholas
Dec 7 -  PC Election, Christmas program practice 
Dec 9 - 10 am Liturgy (Conception of Theotokos)
Dec 10 - 5:30 pm Paraklesis
Dec 12 - 3:30 - 6 pm Philoptochos Bake Sale
Dec 13 - 11 am - 2 pm Philoptochos Bake Sale
Dec 14 - PC Meeting, Christmas Program practice
Dec 16 - 5:30 p.m. Men’s Bible Study
Dec 17 - 5:30 p.m. Paraklesis
Dec 21 - Christmas Program & Hope and Joy
Dec 24 - 9:30 am Royal Hours & Vespers, 5 pm
Orthros, 6 pm Liturgy for Christmas
Dec 26 - 10 am Liturgy (Synaxis of Theotokos)
Dec 30 - 5:30 pm Men’s Bible Study
Dec 31 - 5:30 pm Paraklesis





Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 
The parish council did not meet in November. However, November was a busy
month with the iconography, Metropolitan's visit, the general assembly, and
more.

Firstly, the new and refurbished iconography looks wonderful. The
pantocrator is an unbelievable addition to our sanctuary and puts Christ at
the forefront. The refurbishment of the Annunciation and St. John the
Theologian icons flanking the iconostasis also look wonderful as they now fit
the space and make the front into one, uniform icon. We thank Aris Kovaci
and Panos Kontos for their work and hope to enlist their services again in the
near future. 

On the 16th, we were blessed to have the Metropolitan attend Sunday
services and the assembly. His presence and words are uplifting for the
parish and we thank him for taking the time to visit us. 

The general assembly itself covered unexciting topics such as budget,
audit/election committee, and more. The assembly also approved up to
$12,000 be spent on bathroom renovations that are badly needed. We thank
everyone for taking the time to attend and hear about important topics in our
parish. 
 
Again, please continue to push the Philoptochos bake sale. The ladies of our
church work tirelessly on this endeavor and deserve our support .
Philoptochos is a vital organization within our church and as Orthodox
Christians, philanthropy is essential to our ministry. These earnings support
that mission. 

Lasly, and I will continue to put this in every newsletter, please pray for Bob
and Cristina as he works through a difficult recovery. He is a kind, loving
person in our community, and we are better for it. 
 
Your Servants, 
The Parish Council



This month we will celebrate the birth of Christ.  While our
tradition places even greater emphasis on His death and
resurrection, His incarnation is also central to our theology.  It
was at the incarnation that the human nature and the divine
nature were brought together in one person, paving the way for
each individual to approach God.  As we draw near to Christmas
Day, let us try to make an effort to keep this holiday as a practice
of our faith rather than a cultural event.  We keep Christ in
Christmas by attending the services of our Church, with Royal
Hours and Vespers beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Christmas Eve and
the Divine Liturgy beginning at 6:00 p.m.  Our liturgical day
begins at sundown, so this evening liturgy will be the liturgy of
Christmas Day.  We will look forward to seeing everyone there. 
 

Fr. Mike

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  F r .  M i k e

On Sunday, December 21st after the Divine
Liturgy we will have our next Hope and Joy.
They will celebrate the coming of Christmas
with some pizza and drinks as well as games
to play.  We will look forward to seeing our

younger members there.

Hope and JoyHope and JoyHope and Joy



B a c k g r o u n d  C h e c k s  a n d  Y o u t h  S a f e t y

A s  m a n y  o f  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d ,  t h e  G r e e k  O r t h o d o x
A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  A m e r i c a  h a s  p u t  i n  p l a c e  a

r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a l l  p a r i s h e s  t o  t u r n  i n  a  Yo u t h  S a f e t y
r e p o r t  a l o n g  w i t h  o u r  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t

t h e  r e s u l t s  r a t i f i e d .   W h a t  t h i s  m e a n s  i s  t h a t  p a r i s h
c o u n c i l  c a n d i d a t e s  m u s t  p a s s  a  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k
( w h i c h  w a s  a l r e a d y  i n  e f f e c t )  a n d  e v e r y o n e  w h o

w o r k s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  m u s t  p a s s  a  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k
a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  Yo u t h  S a f e t y  m o d u l e s .   T h i s  i n c l u d e s

a d u l t  a l t a r  s e r v e r s ,  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d
G r e e k  S c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .   

W h i l e  t h i s  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  i n c o n v e n i e n t ,  w e  s h o u l d  t r y
t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  C h u r c h
t a k e s  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  s e r i o u s l y  a n d  i s  m a k i n g

e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  u n f o r t u n a t e  e v e n t .   

I f  y o u  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e
m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  h a v e  n o t  a l r e a d y  d o n e  s o ,  p l e a s e  t a k e

a  m o m e n t  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e s e  s t e p s  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t
c o n v e n i e n c e .   E v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d  s h o u l d  h a v e  a l r e a d y

r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  b u t  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o
r e a c h  o u t  t o  F r.  M i k e  i f  y o u  e n c o u n t e r  a n y  d i f f i c u l t y
a n d  n e e d  h e l p  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  p r o c e s s .   We  a p p r e c i a t e

e v e r y o n e ’s  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  a s  w e  s t r i v e  t o  r e a c h  f u l l
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Yo u t h  S a f e t y  p r o g r a m .



P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  T r a i n i n g  a n d
E l e c t i o n

O u r  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  t r a i n i n g  s e m i n a r  f o r  t h e  W e s t e r n
D i s t r i c t  w i l l  b e  o f f e r e d  b y  F r .  M a t t h e w  C a r t e r  o n
T u e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  2  a t  6 : 3 0  p . m .  v i a  Z o o m .   I f
y o u  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  c o u n c i l  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d

w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  m a k e  t h a t  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  p l e a s e
r e a c h  o u t  t o  F r .  M i k e  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o

s c h e d u l e  a  m a k e  u p  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n  p r i v a t e l y .   T h e
t r a i n i n g  s e m i n a r  r e p o r t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d

d o c u m e n t s  f o r  p a r i s h  c o u n c i l  e l e c t i o n s ,  s o  t h i s  m u s t
b e  f u l f i l l e d  b e f o r e  a  c a n d i d a t e  c a n  b e  s w o r n  i n  f o r

t h e  c o m i n g  t e r m .

n d

T h e  e l e c t i o n  f o r  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n
S u n d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  t h e  7 ,  a f t e r  t h e  D i v i n e  L i t u r g y .

V o t e s  w i l l  b e  c o l l e c t e d  u n t i l  1 : 0 0  p . m . ,  a t  w h i c h
p o i n t  t h e  r e s u l t s  w i l l  b e  c o u n t e d .   W e  e n c o u r a g e  a l l

o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  t o  c o m e  v o t e  f o r
t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  p e r s o n ,  o r  t o  s u b m i t  a n  a b s e n t e e

b a l l o t ,  w h i c h  w a s  s e n t  o u t  i n  t h e  m a i l .   A b s e n t e e
b a l l o t s  b u t  b e  r e c e i v e d  b y  1 : 0 0  o n  t h e  7 ,  b u t  t h e y
c a n  b e  r e t u r n e d  e i t h e r  b y  m a i l  o r  b y  s c a n n i n g  a n d

r e t u r n i n g  v i a  e m a i l  t o
f r m i k e @ h o l y t r i n i t y j a c k s o n . o r g
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